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Good, thoughtful, consistent communication, education and action will help develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity in your congregation. This kit is designed to help get you there!

Here’s what you’ll find below:

-Stewardship Snippets: Put a “Stewardship Snippet” every week in your Sunday bulletin! It’s a quote from the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons, followed by a brief reflection. Just cut and paste!
-Newsletter Articles: Publish something in your newsletter every month on money and faith, or post it on your website. Keep your people thinking about stewardship. Just cut and paste! Two to choose from.
-Links to Resources: You’ll find links to resources on the Web:
-The “think it” resource – Something thoughtful, insightful, to get your mind turning and your soul fired up. Share it with your leadership, or use it for a temple talk.
-The “teach it” resource – Your youth and adult classes should be able to tackle a bible study on stewardship, or wrestle with some of the issues. The teach it resource will guide you.
-The “do it” resource – Talk, as they say, is cheap, so put your stewardship efforts into high gear. An action resource will give you some ideas.
-The “preach it” resource – Check out the weekly Lectionary Reflection written by the Rev. Sharron Blezard, SOLI webstaff.
-General Resource Websites: – these are places you can go for great ideas!
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Source: Rob Blezard

Stewardship Snippet
June 4, 2017 (Pentecost Sunday, Year A)
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.“ –1 Corinthians 12:4-7
What special talents and gifts do you have? Are you good in math? Are languages easy for you? Do you relate well to people? Can you fix things? What gifts have you? Make a list of them. Paul says all our talents are gifts from God. And for what purpose? For the common good! You are the steward of your life and your gifts and talents. Are you making the most of them?


Stewardship Snippet
June 11, 2017 (Trinity Sunday, Year A)
And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." –Matthew 28:18-20
Read the first and last sentence of this classic passage and answer these questions: What’s holding you back from having a bold, wonderful, satisfying, spirit-filled life? Jesus not only proclaims his sovereignty as ruler of the universe, but he also promises always to be with us. Now that’s a win-win! As you steward your life, remember Jesus’ proclamation and promise! Now get moving!

Stewardship Snippet
June 18, 2017 (2nd Sunday after Pentecost, Year A)
“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.” –Romans 5:1,2
Read the Bible verses again and point out the spiritual gifts we have received from God. First, there’s our justification (or salvation) through faith, then peace, grace, and finally hope. Wow, those are pretty big gifts! Spend a moment in silent prayer meditating on the gifts. Breathe deeply and think these phrases: Thank you, God, for salvation. Thank you, God, for peace. Thank you, God, for grace. Thank you, God, for Hope. Repeat and repeat!  

Stewardship Snippet
June 25, 2017 (3rd Sunday after Pentecost, Year A)
[Jesus told his disciples,] “Whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it." –Matthew 10:38b, 39
All stewardship issues ultimately involve the question, “How are you living? Really?” Today Jesus gives us a strange paradox to ponder. If we “find” our life in ways the world tells us to -- through activities that feed our pleasure centers, our egos and our bank accounts -- then Jesus says we lose out. But if we pick up our cross and “lose” ourselves in the things of God – prayer, service, sacrifice, love for God and neighbor -- then we actually find our lives.  How would you pick up your cross? What part of your ego needs to be crucified in order for you to more fully follow Christ and, therefore, find your life? 
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Article #1: Source: Rob Blezard, Stewardship of Life Institute

Stewardship 101
Continue your offerings through the summer 
We wait all year for those “lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer” (as the old song goes), and then we fill them with vacations at the beach, camping trips in the woods and flying to far-off places. It’s no wonder that church attendance dips in the summer. 
But while you are relaxing, your church continues to be busy – with regular worship, social activities, caring for sick and the homebound members, planning weddings, baptisms and funerals, and ministering to the hungry and homeless in your community. And your pastor and church staff still need to be paid, as does the electric company.
So, here’s the problem: The bills continue to roll in even when you’re away, and many congregants have not planned to keep their offerings current when they are on vacation. That’s why so many congregations face a cash crunch in the summer months.
But here are some ideas for how to help your congregation maintain its finances in the summer months.
Pay it forward: Your congregation would love to receive your summer offerings – or part of them – in advance. If you know you’re going to be away, plan ahead by offering more in the weeks in advance of your time away from church. 
Make it up: Alternatively, when you get back from your time away, give a little more in the weeks that follow in order to make up for the lost weeks.
Use your envelopes: Are you a check-writing person? Then simply fill in advance your offering envelopes with your weekly gift. If you have a check in every envelope, then on any given Sunday you need only to bring that day’s envelope and whatever earlier Sunday envelopes are there. 
Use banking bill pay: Lots of people find online banking services a convenient way to pay their monthly car loan, mortgage, light bill and other routine expenses. Why not your church offering, too? Many online banking services will cut a check and send it to the church for you.
Enroll in electronic giving: If your congregation subscribes to an electronic giving service, such as Vanco, you can help by enrolling. Your offerings will go right to the church in the amount and according to the timeframe you specify. If your church does not subscribe to electronic giving, ask your leaders to explore some options.  
Adjust your weekly offering: To calculate a weekly offering amount, most people take their annual donation amount and divide it by 52, since there are 52 Sundays in a year. The problem comes when they miss a Sunday and have to play “catch up.” To get around this, instead, estimate the minimum number of those 52 Sundays a year you are likely to be in church and divide your annual amount accordingly. 
Of course, these methods are beneficial not only for the summer months, but also for the whole year through. Those who embrace giving as a spiritual discipline often find that their lives of faith are enriched and their sense of joy and fulfillment is deepened. Choosing a regular-giving strategy can help you to discover the joys of generosity. 
--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2017, Rev. Robert Blezard. Used by permission. Pastor Blezard works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org and serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA. 


Article #2 – Source: Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
(http://blogs.lcms.org/tag/stewardship-resources)


We shall not want!
One of the best known and beloved psalms is Psalm 23, the Shepherd Psalm. There we learn that the Lord is our shepherd. And since He is our shepherd, we will not want. We will not suffer want because the Lord, our shepherd, will lead us to green pastures and beside still waters. In other words, the Lord, our shepherd, will provide for all that we need in both body and soul. 

Yet, we live as though this is not the case. We live as though we actually suffer from want, that the Lord, our shepherd, will not provide for all that we need. And thus, we live as though the Lord is not our shepherd. And that means that we live as though we are not the Lord's sheep. 

How do we do this? We do it when we put anything else before Him and His provision for us. When we think that going to work is more important than receiving the gifts that He won for us on the cross, a violation of the First and Third Commandments. We do it when we fail to give generously of the first fruits of what the Lord has provided for us because we think we don't know what the future will bring, even though He has promised that He will lead us to green pastures and still waters. We do it when we think that the Lord is only in the business of helping those who will help themselves, we do this because we have a mind set on earthly, temporal things and not on heavenly, eternal things. We do this because we have stopped hearing the call of our shepherd, which comes through His Word. 

The Word of God is how our shepherd calls us to himself. Through that Word, the Holy Spirit gathers and enlightens us with His gifts. Through that Word, we are kept holy and nourished in the one true faith, the faith that follows our Shepherd wherever He leads us. He promises to lead you to your true home, to the land flowing with milk and honey, to a better country, not of this world, but a heavenly one. 

And so, here's the good news: The Lord is your shepherd still, even, and especially, for wayward sheep. For Jesus seeks and saves those who are lost. He finds the lost sheep and carries them back to the fold. He is the shepherd that lays down his life for His sheep. The Lord is your shepherd. Let us live then as His sheep. 

From the Stewardship Ministry of the Lutheran Church –Missouri Synod. Used by permission.
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The “think it” resource
Why Does the Church Want All My Money? -- We have heard it said over and over again, “all that church wants is my money.” Or, “That preacher is just money hungry.” Whether this is true or not, unfortunately many times it has turned people off and some have even left the church. So, what is the plain truth about God, money and the church? Writing on the Christian Broadcasting Network site Kenn Edwards offers sound ideas.

The “teach it” resource
Thinking about Giving Lesson Series -- For folks who an in-depth understanding of stewardship and how it relates to theology and church life, here’s a wonderful free series of six lessons that provide everything you need! Each lesson begins with a 15-minute video talk from Dr. Joel Biermann of Concordia Seminary and has a study guide to let you take it from there!

The “do it” resource
Assemble a Great Stewardship Team -- OK, so you’re the stewardship chair and you don’t know where to begin? After a good, long prayer, look for the folks who will do the work with you. Not just anybody. You want folks who have the skills you need to get the job done, and done right. And how might you go about recruiting them? Terry Parsons, the late Stewardship Officer for the Episcopal Church, has some great ideas.

The “preach it” resource 
Weekly Lectionary Stewardship Reflection – Sharron Blezard, Lower Susquehanna Synod pastor, takes a look at stewardship implications in the week’s Scripture lessons.
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Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at Gettysburg Seminary, this site has a trove of resources on stewardship in areas of congregation al finance, individual finance, discipleship, education, preaching, creation care, and more.

Center for Steward Leadership – Luther Seminary’s excellent website with lots of resources.

Lower Susquehanna Synod Stewardship – You’ll find a selected group of great resources. 



