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This month’s theme: Stewardship and Gratitude
Rev. Rob Blezard, Web Content Editor
www.stewardshipoflife.org
editor@stewardshipoflife.org

Good, thoughtful, consistent communication, education and actioncan help develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity in your congregation. This kit is designed to help get you there!

You can use the resources of this kit by themselves to educate and encourage stewardship, but they would be more effective as a monthly emphasis about a different aspect of stewardship. You could plan bible studies, temple talks, a preaching series and other activities. 

This month’s emphasis is Stewardship and Gratitude. 
Future emphases are: 
December: Stewardship for Advent & Christmas
January: Stewardship of Time
February: Stewardship of Loving Relationships
March: Stewardship in Lent
Here’s what you’ll find below:

-Stewardship Snippets: Put a “Stewardship Snippet” every week in your Sunday bulletin! It’s a quote from the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons, followed by a brief reflection. Just cut and paste!
-Newsletter Article: Publish something in your newsletter every month on stewardship and faith, or post it on your website. Keep your people thinking about stewardship. Just cut and paste!
-Links to Resources: You’ll find links to resources on the Web:
-The “thinkit” resource – Something thoughtful and insightful to get your mind turning and your soul fired up. Share it with your leadership, or use it for a temple talk.
-The “teach it” resource – Your folks ought to prayerfully and faithfully wrestle with some of stewardship’s biblical, theological and discipleship issues.
-The “do it” resource – Talk, as they say, is cheap, so put your stewardship efforts into action. 
-The “preach it” resource – Check out the weekly Lectionary Reflection written by Lower Susquehanna Synod pastor and synod staff person Sharron Blezard.
-General Resource Websites: – These are places you can go for great ideas!
-Consultation and Coaching: – Did you know there are experts willing to meet with your congregation?

[bookmark: Snippets]Stewardship Snippets
Copy and paste into your bulletin!
Source: Rob Blezard

Stewardship Snippet
Nov. 4, 2018 (24th Sunday after Pentecost, Year B)
Mark 12:33–To love God with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as oneself --this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.
Church stewardship is often preoccupied with money, but what does God really want? The scribe in today’s Gospel explains it succinctly: Truly loving God and neighbor is worth more than offerings and sacrifices. But if we achieve this kind of love, giving generously comes much more easily.
`
Stewardship Snippet
Nov. 11, 2018 (25th Sunday after Pentecost, Year B)
Mark12:43 –Then he called his disciples and said to them, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury.”
One measure of a gift’strue value is the capacity of the one who gives it. What do the gifts you now offer God in time, talent and treasure really cost you? How might you prayerfully improve?

Stewardship Snippet
Nov. 18, 2018 (26th Sunday after Pentecost, Year B)
Psalm 16:11–You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
As we grow in spiritual maturity, steward/disciples learn ever more deeply the difference between the fleeting, shallow happiness the world offers and the rich, satisfying joy and pleasures of our life in God.  

Stewardship Snippet
Nov. 25, 2018 (27th Sunday after Pentecost, Year B)
Mark6:31, 33–Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear?' But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
It’s a matter of priority. That’s been God’s message through the ages. Focus on God! Yes, work hard at your job. And, yes, maintain healthy relationships with your family and friends, but put God first, always. And don’t worry.


[bookmark: Newsletter_Articles]Newsletter article
Select the one below, or from the Toolkit Newsletter Article Archive. Reprint permission is granted for local congregational use.Just copy and paste into your newsletter! Please include the copyright notice. Other uses please inquire: rblezard@lss-elca.org.

[bookmark: _Hlk526800800]Stewardship and gratitude
I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.–Psalm 9:1
Gratitude is the attitude, the key that can unlock the doors of our lives to more joy, satisfaction, contentment, love and peace. Gratitude undergirds everything we do as disciples of Christ and stewards of the gifts with which God entrusts us. Are these bold claims? Yes! Are they true? Without a doubt! 
Blame it on our consumer culture that constantly implores us to buy more, or simply blame it on human nature, but many of us focus way too much on our unfilled desires, our unmet wants. Whether it’s a fancier car, a bigger house, whiter teeth, more friends, a fatter paycheck or skinnier body, our wants can overwhelm and define us if we’re not careful. Want and desire can blind us to the blessings we already have in this wonderful life that God has given us.
What’s the cure? Gratitude! It’s an attitude that can be developed through prayer and practice. And since we are gearing up for Thanksgiving on November 22, why not make it a monthlong effort?
Start by making a list of things for which you are thankful today. (If you have a smartphone that enables you to take notes, use it. A small pad or index card willalso do.) Include at least20items on the list. 
Carry the list with you and pray over it several times a day, saying, “I thank God for this. I thank God for that,” and so on. Make it a working project, adding to the list as you think of new blessings or reordering them in priority. 
As the weeks unfold, see if you won’t develop an attitude of gratitude for the things you already have and a deep satisfaction and peace for your life. Gratitude unlocks our lives to the abundance that God intends for us.
--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org and serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA.
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The “think it” resource
What Gets in the Way of Gratitude?Research shows that gratitude is essential for happiness, but modern times have regressed gratitude into a mere feeling instead of retaining its historic value, a virtue that leads to action. Writer Robert Emmons explores the blocks to gratitude — and how to remove them!
(www.dailygood.org/story/1858/what-gets-in-the-way-of-gratitude-robert-emmons/)

The “teach it” resource
Conversation Starter on Gratitude and Generosity. This  resource from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada will help you explore your experience of gratitude and generosity, and become more comfortable sharing this aspect of our faith.  Use this in your congregation, your Bible study group, or even for your own family’s personal stewardship development. 
(http://elcic.ca/Stewardship/documents/ELCICGenerosityworksheet.pdf)

The “do it” resource
Cultivate Gratitude in the Church. Scientists and church folk alike know that living a life of gratitude reaps benefits spiritually, mentally and physically. “Thankfulness releases us from anger and from materialism,” says Doris Whitaker, University of Mississippi Medical Center chaplain. “It helps us acknowledge that there’s something greater than us.” Here, with links to lots of other resources, are some ways to cultivate generosity. 
(www.umcom.org/learn/3-ways-to-encourage-gratitude-in-the-church)

The “preach it” resource
[bookmark: _GoBack]Weekly Lectionary Stewardship Reflection. Sharron Blezard, Lower Susquehanna Synod assistant to the bishop and pastor, looks at stewardship implications in the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons.
(www.stewardshipoflife.org)

[bookmark: Resource_Websites]General Stewardship Resource Websites
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (elca.org/stewardship)
Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org)
Center for Steward Leadership – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (www.luthersem.edu/stewardship/)
The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation)
Lower Susquehanna Synod Stewardship – Select free or low-cost resources. (www.lss-elca.org/faith-formation/stewardship/)
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