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June’s theme: Steward your new community
Rev. Rob Blezard, Assistant to the Bishop
Lower Susquehanna Synod
rblezard@lss-elca.org

If you want the free Toolkit sent directly to your inbox every month, just drop me an email.

Consistent communication, education and action can help your congregation develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity. This Toolkit can help get you there!

The resources of this Toolkit are most effective when used to support a monthly emphasis about a different aspect of stewardship. Exploring this month’s theme, “Steward your new community,” you might not only share the newsletter article and snippets, but also use the resource links below to plan Bible studies, temple talks, a preaching series and other activities. 

Here’s what you’ll find in the Toolkit:

-Stewardship Snippets: Cut and paste a monthly themed “Stewardship Snippet” in every Sunday bulletin! It’s a quote from the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons, followed by a brief reflection. 
-Newsletter Article: Cut and paste an article on stewardship every month in your newsletter.
-Links to Resources: You’ll find links to resources on the Web:
· The “think it” resource – Get your mind turning and your soul fired up.
· The “teach it” resource – Help your folks to wrestle with some of stewardship’s implications. 
· The “do it” resource – Talk, as they say, is cheap, so put your stewardship efforts into action. 
· The “preach it” resource – Check out the weekly Lectionary Reflection written by the Rev. Sharron Blezard, ELCA pastor, spiritual director and writer for the Stewardship of Life Institute.
-General Resource Websites: – These are places you can go for great ideas to jump start your stewardship ministry!



[bookmark: Snippets]Stewardship Snippets
Copy and paste into your bulletin!
Source: Rob Blezard. 

June 7, 2020 (Trinity Sunday)
Matthew 28:19-20 – “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Jesus completes his ministry with a lesson in community organizing. Disciples are sent to make more disciples. This work happens best in community where Christ is truly present, a community called church.

June 14, 2020 (Second Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 6)
Matthew 9:37-38 – Then [Jesus] said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
How will our faith communities look when we finally emerge from our sheltering in place? Many things will have changed, but the good news is eternal. We listen to Jesus, pray for renewal, and trust that God is doing a new thing with, among, and through us.

June 21, 2020 (Third Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 7)
Matthew 10:39 – “Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”
Sometimes community feels like loss, smells like sorrow, and loudly laments what is no longer. Jesus proclaims a “kindom” community born of an essential loss to self. That death, in turn, enriches the soil from which the abundant life God desires for all creation will burgeon.

June 28, 2020 (Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 8)
Matthew 10:40 – “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]You don’t have to watch hours of Martha Stewart to master the art of hospitality. Just fling wide the door. Community forms and flourishes in the soil of wide welcome and presence (i.e. hospitality). How will a new reality reform both your hospitality and community?


[bookmark: Newsletter_Articles]June 2020 Newsletter article
[bookmark: _Hlk526800800]
Select the article below, or one from the Toolkit Newsletter Article Archive. Reprint permission is granted for local congregational use. Just copy and paste into your newsletter! Please include the copyright notice. Other uses please inquire: rblezard@lss-elca.org.

Steward your new community
Like a caterpillar emerging from a cocoon to new life as a butterfly, we can steward our congregations and communities to awaken from Covid-19 to a more excellent reality that brims with faith, hope and love. 
Covid-19’s hardship, deprivation and grief have inspired an outpouring of kindness, generosity, selflessness, neighborliness and courageous service. Suffering has given us a glimpse of what our communities can and should be, following Christ’s two principal commands: love God and love one another. 
Our stewardship opportunity and challenge is clear: Can we cultivate this renewed spirit of loving neighborliness as a “new normal”? As our community’s central, defining ethos? 
The last several months have taught us much:
· Life is precious. Everyone counts. No exceptions.
· We suffer together. Shared pain creates strong bonds.
· Serving brings fulfillment. Many sacrifice joyfully.
· We need each other. We can’t go it alone. 
· We miss each other. We require human interaction.
· Personal contact is sublime. Nothing beats face-to-face.
· We are grateful. Thank God for what we have. 
· We are wiser. We know what’s important.
Covid-19 is receding, though slowly. Much pain lies ahead. Before it’s through, the virus will claim more of our friends and loved ones. Many families will suffer economically. 
But the virus is also teaching us anew how to be loving neighbors. As Covid-19 abates, we can deepen these lessons and steward our communities to live more closely aligned with God’s purposes, to discover life abundant with joy, connection, fulfillment and generosity. With God’s help, our congregations and communities can emerge from our Covid-19 cocoon to a more excellent reality, centered in faith, hope and love. 
--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com


[bookmark: Links_to_Resources]Links to resources

The “think it” resource
The coronavirus pandemic is exposing the myth of self-reliance  – Our way of life in North America has encouraged us to take so much for granted, including the people whose lives, jobs and very existence we really need. “A gift of this pandemic is that we can no longer make each other invisible,” writes Angela Denker, Lutheran pastor and journalist, in The Christian Century. “Now we are asked to sacrifice for one another.” 
(https://www.christiancentury.org/article/opinion/coronavirus-pandemic-exposing-myth-self-reliance)

The “teach it” resource
Six traits of authentic Christian community – Acts 2 gives us a wonderful view of what it means to be a community of Christians. Pastor and author Mike Ayers finds six rich insights to explore. How do these relate to your life and community?  
(https://ftc.co/resource-library/blog-entries/6-traits-of-authentic-christian-community)

The “do it” resource
What should Christians work for after Covid-19 – The Coronavirus crisis is a watershed moment in our world, and we know that “normal” will look much different than it did before. Pastor, thinker and scholar Michael Milton reflects on priorities for God’s people. From Crossroads.com.
(https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-should-christians-work-toward-after-covid-19.html)

The “preach it” resource
Weekly Lectionary Stewardship Reflection. Sharron Blezard, Lower Susquehanna Synod assistant to the bishop and pastor, looks at stewardship implications in the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons.
(www.stewardshipoflife.org)

[bookmark: websites]General Stewardship Resource Websites
Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org)
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship)
Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/)
The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation)
Lower Susquehanna Synod Stewardship – Selected free or low-cost resources. (lss-elca.org/stewardship)
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