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Your Stewardship Toolkit for July 2022!
This month’s theme: Stewardship of our nation
Rev. Rob Blezard, Web Content Editor
Stewardship of Life Institute
Rob@stewardshipoflife.org
Good, thoughtful, consistent communication, education and action can help develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity in your congregation. This kit is designed to help get you there!

You can use the resources of this kit by themselves to educate and encourage stewardship, but they would be more effective as a monthly emphasis about a different aspect of stewardship. You could plan bible studies, temple talks, a preaching series, and other activities. 

This month’s emphasis is Stewardship of our nation.
Here’s what you’ll find below:

-Stewardship Snippets: Put a “Stewardship Snippet” every week in your Sunday bulletin! It’s a quote from the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons, followed by a brief reflection. Just cut and paste!
-Newsletter Article: Publish something in your newsletter every month on stewardship and faith or post it on your website. Keep your people thinking about stewardship. Just cut and paste!

-General Resource Websites: – These are places you can go for great ideas!
Stewardship Snippets

Copy and paste into your bulletin!
Source: Rob Blezard

Stewardship Snippet
July 3, 2022 (Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 14, Proper 9, Year C)

Galatians 6:10 – So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for the family of faith.
Paul reminds us that we are all so integrally connected that when one benefits so do others. It’s a truth that often runs counter to what our culture proclaims. In fact, the prosperity and civic freedoms we enjoy today come to us by the efforts and sacrifices of others. 
Stewardship Snippet
July 10, 2022 (Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 15, Proper 10, Year C)

Luke 10:27 – Jesus answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”
We are free people of God, and Jesus teaches us the highest purposes of our freedom: To love God with all our being, and to love our neighbor through acts of kindness and mercy. 
Stewardship Snippet
July 17, 2022 (Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 16, Proper 11, Year C)

Colossians 1:15-16 – Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 

We celebrate the many freedoms and the abundance we enjoy, but we must remember with thanksgiving and humbleness the source of all we have — Christ, who holds all things together and in whom all things will be reconciled.
Stewardship Snippet
July 24, 2019 (Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 17, Proper 12, Year C)
Luke 11:2 –Jesus said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come.”
We recite these words of the Lord’s Prayer frequently, asking for God’s kingdom to come right now, right here on earth! As faithful stewards of God’s abundance pray not only with our lips but also our hands and feet for the sake of our neighbors, for the care of creation, and for our love of God.

Newsletter article – July 2022 - 287 words
Select the one below, or from the Toolkit Newsletter Article Archive. Reprint permission is granted for local congregational use. Just copy and paste into your newsletter! Please include the copyright notice. Other uses please inquire: Rob@stewardshipoflife.org.

Stewardship of our nation

Politics have always been a source of friction in the United States, but things have never been as polarized and ugly as today. We are in a precarious place, where many political and social experts say we are in danger of unraveling altogether. 

Christians can help, we who are commanded to love our neighbor as ourselves (Leviticus 19:8, Matthew 22:39) and commended to work for the common good (Isaiah 58:8-14, 1 Corinthians 12:7). In the month of July, when we remember the founding of our nation and all it stands for, we can recommit to good stewardship of our civic virtues, our political process, and national identity.

Here are some ideas:

Seek and Cling to truth: There are enough malicious “fake news” stories and wild conspiracy theories going around to make your head spin. Endeavor to find out what is true. Don’t listen to lies and liars, and always speak truth, especially in face of lies.

Love and pray for those with whom you disagree: Jesus taught us to pray for our enemies (Matthew 5:44). Now those who disagree with our politics aren’t our enemies, but the principle remains. Love and pray for them. 

Don’t insult: Jesus taught that when we say “you fool” to our neighbor we have committed murder in our hearts (Matthew 5:21-22). Engage on issues and policies, not personalities.

Settle for what’s fair: Politics works best when both sides compromise. Everyone loses when it’s played “all or nothing.” 

Finally, be a peacemaker: Jesus taught, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 

Our country desperately needs cooler heads to prevail if we are to face the future as a healthy democracy. As Christian stewards, we can lead the way.

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.
General Stewardship Resource Websites

Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org)
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship)

Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/)
The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation)

The Episcopal Network for Stewardship – Solid resources! (www.tens.org/).

-end-
