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Your Stewardship Toolkit for August 2022!
This month’s theme: Stewardship of your whole life
Rev. Rob Blezard, Web Content Editor
Stewardship of Life Institute
Rob@stewardshipoflife.org
Good, thoughtful, consistent communication, education and action can help develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity in your congregation. This kit is designed to help get you there!

You can use the resources of this kit by themselves to educate and encourage stewardship, but they would be more effective as a monthly emphasis about a different aspect of stewardship. You could plan bible studies, temple talks, a preaching series, and other activities. 

This month’s emphasis is Stewardship of your whole life
Here’s what you’ll find below:

-Stewardship Snippets: Put a “Stewardship Snippet” every week in your Sunday bulletin! It’s a quote from the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons, followed by a brief reflection. Just cut and paste!
-Newsletter Article: Publish something in your newsletter every month on stewardship and faith or post it on your website. Keep your people thinking about stewardship. Just cut and paste!

-General Resource Websites: – These are places you can go for great ideas!
Stewardship Snippets

Copy and paste into your bulletin!
Source: Rob Blezard

Stewardship Snippet
August 7, 2022 (Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 19, Proper 14, Year C)

Luke 12:34 – “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
Jesus continues his teaching about greed, resource management, and abundance by telling the crowd to sell their possessions and give alms. He reminds them that their treasure is the home for their hearts. Where is your heart’s home? Have you placed your trust God’s radical abundance?
Stewardship Snippet
August 14, 2022 (Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 20, Proper 15, Year C)

Hebrews 12:1 – Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us. 
The insatiable desire for more clouds our vision and impedes faithful and fruitful living. Who has modeled faithful resource management in your life? May the witness of others provide hope and encouragement for you to “stay the course” and say NO to “the lie of more.”
Stewardship Snippet
August 21, 2022 (Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 21, Proper 16, Year C)
Luke 13:12 –When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.”
We don’t know the exact diagnosis of the crippled woman, yet we know Jesus heals her and sets her free. Jesus desires to free us from all our dis-eases: crippling debt, misplaced priorities, mass consumerism, and all the related disordering of our lives caused by believing “the lie of more.” Are you ready and willing to be healed? 

Stewardship Snippet
August 28, 2022 (Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 21, Proper 16, Year C)
Luke 13:12 –When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.”
We don’t know the exact diagnosis of the crippled woman, yet we know Jesus heals her and sets her free. Jesus desires to free us from all our dis-eases: crippling debt, misplaced priorities, mass consumerism, and all the related disordering of our lives caused by believing “the lie of more.” Are you ready and willing to be healed? 

AUGUST 2022 Newsletter Article – 234 words
Reprint permission is granted for local congregational use. Just copy and paste into your newsletter! Please include the copyright notice. Other uses please inquire: Rob@stewardshipoflife.org.

Stewardship of your whole life

Before you read further, stop and list the top five things you value most in life? Then rank them by importance. Go!

All done? 

If you’re like most people, your top-five list includes family, health, time, God, friends, job, home or community. Does money even show up? For many of us, it doesn’t, and yet most of church talk about “stewardship” involves how we use our gifts of money. 

Yes, we are “stewards,” or caretakers of the material wealth with which God has blessed us, but we are also responsible for nourishing and cherishing all the OTHER blessings that God has put into our lives. That goes especially for the things we value most.

Now refer back to your top-five list. For each, consider these questions:

· Why is this item in the top five? 

· How well am I caring for this? 

· Am I treating it as one of the most valuable items in my life? Why or why not?

· How could I care even more for this item? 

· How would God want me to care for this, and why?

· How would my life change if I really cherished and nourished this gift?

When we are good stewards of all the blessings and opportunities God gives us, we open our lives to the full joy and potential that God intends for us. How can you be a better steward of what God has given you?  

Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.
General Stewardship Resource Websites

Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org)
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship)

Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/)
The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation)

The Episcopal Network for Stewardship – Solid resources! (www.tens.org/).

-end-
