Your Stewardship Toolkit for September 2022!
This month’s theme: Life stewardship lessons from the Danes
Rev. Rob Blezard, Web Content Editor
Stewardship of Life Institute
Rob@stewardshipoflife.org

Good, thoughtful, consistent communication, education and action can help develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity in your congregation. This kit is designed to help get you there!

You can use the resources of this kit by themselves to educate and encourage stewardship, but they would be more effective as a monthly emphasis about a different aspect of stewardship. You could plan bible studies, temple talks, a preaching series, and other activities. 

This month’s emphasis is Life stewardship lessons from the Danes.

Here’s what you’ll find below:

-Stewardship Snippets: Put a “Stewardship Snippet” every week in your Sunday bulletin! It’s a quote from the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons, followed by a brief reflection. Just cut and paste!
-Newsletter Article: Publish something in your newsletter every month on stewardship and faith or post it on your website. Keep your people thinking about stewardship. Just cut and paste!
-General Resource Websites: – These are places you can go for great ideas!

[bookmark: Snippets]Stewardship Snippets
Copy and paste into your bulletin!
Source: Rob Blezard

[bookmark: Newsletter_Articles]Stewardship Snippet
September 4, 2022 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 18
Luke 14:33 -- Jesus told his followers, “So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”  
Yikes! Give up ALL our possessions? The disciples were probably as stunned to hear Jesus say this as we are to read it. What does it mean for us? God calls us to look at our wealth and relinquish the power it has over us. What does it mean for you?

Stewardship Snippet
September 11, 2022 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 19
1 Timothy 1:12-14 -- I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence.
Gratitude is at the heart of generosity. Those who know and feel that they have been blessed find they can give more easily. We can all be grateful to God who forgives all our sins and whose grace overflows for us.

Stewardship Snippet
September 18, 2022 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 20
Luke 16:13 – Jesus teaches, “No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth."
A contemporary theologian calls it “the Great American Heresy” – that folks believe that we can really serve God and wealth. Jesus says we will hate the one and despise the other. How does Jesus’ teaching apply to you and your family?

Stewardship Snippet
September 25, 2022 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 21
Luke 16:24-25 -- [The rich man] called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony.”
In Jesus’ story, what condemns the rich man to hell is not his wealth, but rather his failure in life to use his money to help poor Lazarus. Does wealth tend to make us ungenerous? Isn’t there a bit of Lazarus in all our hearts? In yours? How can Jesus help? 

SEPTEMBER 2022 NEWSLETTER ARTICLE – 254 WORDS
Reprint permission is granted for local congregational use. Just copy and paste into your newsletter! Please include the copyright notice. Other uses please inquire: Rob@stewardshipoflife.org.


Life stewardship lessons from the Danes
And Jesus said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.’ -Luke 12:15
The people of Denmark, about six million living in a nation smaller than West Virginia, routinely count among the world’s most contented. This year’s World Happiness Report ranks the Danes No. 2, behind Finland. The United States ranks 19.
What do the Danes know that we don’t?
Several key principles for living help explain Danish happiness, Meik Wiking, chief executive officer of the Happiness Research Institute in Copenhagen, told the New York Times: 
Decoupling wellbeing from wealth. Jesus did teach us that our lives do not consist in the abundance of possessions, though our consumer culture relentlessly tells us otherwise. How much happier would Americans be if our culture taught us to be content regardless of our wealth?
Hygge. This is a Danish term that Wiking describes as “the art of enjoying the simple pleasures in life.” Getting together with friends, enjoying the outdoors, experiencing joy with family, finding peace in your own home – things that are readily at hand, without fuss or expense. 
High levels of trust. Scandinavians tend to trust one another and their institutions. “We consider the collective ‘we’ versus ‘me,’” Amy Clotworthy, a professor at the University of Copenhagen, told the Times.
As Christians looking for guidance on how we can be good stewards of our lives, these principles provide inspiration and guidance.  How might you incorporate them into your life?
Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.


General Stewardship Resource Websites
Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org)
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship)
Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/)
The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation)
The Episcopal Network for Stewardship – Solid resources! (www.tens.org/).
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