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Your Stewardship Toolkit for October 2022!
This month’s theme: Cultivating Our Life’s Harvest
Rev. Rob Blezard, Web Content Editor
Stewardship of Life Institute
Rob@stewardshipoflife.org
Good, thoughtful, consistent communication, education and action can help develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity in your congregation. This kit is designed to help get you there!

You can use the resources of this kit by themselves to educate and encourage stewardship, but they would be more effective as a monthly emphasis about a different aspect of stewardship. You could plan bible studies, temple talks, a preaching series, and other activities. 

This month’s emphasis is Cultivating Our Life’s Harvest.
Here’s what you’ll find below:

-Stewardship Snippets: Put a “Stewardship Snippet” every week in your Sunday bulletin! It’s a quote from the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons, followed by a brief reflection. Just cut and paste!
-Newsletter Article: Publish something in your newsletter every month on stewardship and faith or post it on your website. Keep your people thinking about stewardship. Just cut and paste!

-General Resource Websites: – These are places you can go for great ideas!
Stewardship Snippets

Copy and paste into your bulletin!
Source: Rob Blezard

Stewardship Snippet
October 2, 2022 – Proper 22
Luke 17:5-6-- The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith! "The Lord replied, "If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.”

Jesus and Paul remind us that only through God do we have power, real riches and absolute joy. Like the apostles, we ask Jesus to increase our faith, and renew in us a right spirit.
October 9, 2022 – Proper 23
Luke 17:17-19 -- Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten lepers made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" Then he said to him, "Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well."

Gratitude is a gift, an attitude of life that unlocks happiness and generosity. The one leper who comes back to thank Jesus for healing is blessed for it. What can you thank Jesus for today? 
October 16, 2022 - Proper 24
Psalm 121:1-2 – I lift up my eyes to the hills-- from where will my help come? My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.

So much of our life energy we spend trying to find security – in employment, finance, emotions, relationships, and on and on. Psalm 121 reminds us that we are secure in God; thus, we are free to live without undue worry and with greater generosity.

October 23, 2022 - Proper 25
Luke 16:24-25 -- The Pharisee prayed, “I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.“

Christians still uphold tithing – donating a tenth of one’s income – as a faithful benchmark for giving, but the Pharisee reminds us that giving is not an end in itself. Giving is a means to developing a heart of compassion and generosity. 

October 30, 2022 - Proper 26
Luke 19:8-9 -- Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much."

Then Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham.

Jesus loves us as we are, but Jesus rarely leaves us as he finds us. After encountering Jesus, Zacchaeus abandons wily ways and commits to a life of honesty and generosity – important responses to God’s love. 

October 2022 Newsletter Article – 276 words
Reprint permission is granted for local congregational use. Just copy and paste into your newsletter! Please include the copyright notice. Other uses please inquire: Rob@stewardshipoflife.org.

Cultivating our life’s harvest
Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  --John 10:10
Fall harvest provides a wonderful analogy for how, as stewards of our lives, we are responsible for making the most of our time on earth. 

Farmers plant, water, fertilize and harvest, but they do not actually create the life that produces crops. Life comes only from God. Farmers only manage and optimize the properties and processes of life that God engineered into their plants. 

Smart farmers know what soil is best, what fertilizer, and how much water to give each particular plant. By nurturing their plants with care and attention, farmers generate the best and most productive harvests.

So it is with us! God created and engineered us to thrive! Our task is to manage and optimize our lives so that we can experience the abundant life that Jesus talks about in John 10:10. We have the rich soil of family, friends and church community relationships. We have the water of God’s Word, love, forgiveness, salvation and grace. We have the fertilizer of wholesome, nourishing food.

How can we cultivate our lives? We can: 

· Water our faith through prayer, worship, scripture, generosity, love and service. 

· Tend the soil of relationships by loving our families, neighbors and church community. 

· Optimize our physical health by eating right, exercising and getting enough sleep. 

· Nourish our intelligence and wisdom through education, reading, exploring and continually learning.

Farmers reap plentiful harvests by caring for plants in ways that God ordained would provide the best growth. By caring for ourselves in ways that God designed for us, we can enjoy that life abundant that Jesus promises. 

Rob Blezard
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General Stewardship Resource Websites

Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org)
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship)

Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/)
The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation)

The Episcopal Network for Stewardship – Solid resources! (www.tens.org/).

-end-
