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January’s message: Consider percentage-basis giving
Rev. Rob Blezard, Web Editor
The Stewardship of Life Institute
editor@stewardshipofllife.org
Check out my website: thestewardshipguy.com

Good, thoughtful, consistent communication, education and action will help your congregation develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity. This kit is designed to help get you there!

You can use the resources of this kit by themselves to educate and encourage stewardship, but they would be more effective as a monthly emphasis that lifted up a different aspect of stewardship. You could plan bible studies, temple talks, a preaching series, and other activities. 

Here’s what you’ll find below:

-Stewardship Snippets: Put a “Stewardship Snippet” every week in your Sunday bulletin! It’s a quote from the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons, followed by a brief reflection. Just cut and paste!
-Newsletter Article: Publish something in your newsletter every month on stewardship and faith or post it on your website. Keep your people thinking about stewardship. Just cut and paste!
-General Resource Websites: – These are places you can go for inspiration and great ideas!
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Stewardship Snippet
March 5, 2023 – Second Sunday in Lent, Year A
Psalm 121:1,2 - I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come? My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
How does one steward the soul? Psalm 121 reminds us where our help comes from—the LORD. Today’s story of Abraham teaches us how to respond in faith, and the story of Nicodemus about asking questions and growing in faith.

March 12, 2023 – Third Sunday in Lent, Year A
John 4:15 - The woman said to Jesus, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”
Jesus tells the Samaritan woman, “The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life” (John 4:14b). Watering your soul with Christ’s living presence is good stewardship indeed!

March 19, 2023 – Fourth Sunday in Lent, Year A
John 9:38 - He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him.
Stewarding your soul may mean responding as the blind man in this week’s gospel lesson. Simply open your eyes to the experience of Jesus and his amazing love and mercy.

March 26, 2023 – Fifth Sunday in Lent, Year A
Romans 8:6 - To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
Sometimes stewarding the soul is as simple as “setting your mind the Spirit,” leaning into our faith and taking steps toward life and peace. 
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Consider percentage-basis giving
No matter how or what amount you give to your congregation, thank you! Your offerings sustain important ministries, and there is no such thing as an inappropriate or inadequate offering.
But if you are among the many who give regularly on a “lump sum” basis, consider giving on a percentage basis instead. 
The “lump sum” basis is when donors give a fixed amount – say, $50 a week – to the church, regardless of what percentage it represents in their annual income. The advantage of lump sum giving is that it’s simple to calculate and keep track of. But lump sum giving reveals little about the generosity behind the gift. For a poorer family, $50 a week may be significant, whereas it could be a pittance for a wealthy family. 
Since the Bible lifts up the principles of sacrificial giving as well as tithing, giving by percentage provides a better measure for giving. Once a family has calculated their gift as a percentage of income, it’s easier to track it and, over time, build up to a tithe. Here’s how to get started with percentage giving:
· Calculate your regular offering over the course of the year.
· Divide the total yearly offering by your total annual income. This will give you a figure.
· Multiply that figure by 100 to determine your percentage giving.
When planning your offering, consider increasing it by 1 percent a year. If you do, in less than 10 years you will be tithing. However you give, thank you for supporting God’s ministries.
Copyright ©2023 Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.orgs and serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD.

Click here for a complete and up-to-date bio for Pastor Blezard.


General Stewardship Resource Websites
Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org)
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship)
The Episcopal Network for Stewardship – Solid resources! (www.tens.org/).
Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/)
The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation)
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