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January’s message: Thank God for our food
Rev. Rob Blezard, Web Editor
The Stewardship of Life Institute
editor@stewardshipofllife.org
Check out my website: thestewardshipguy.com

Good, thoughtful, consistent communication, education and action will help your congregation develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity. This kit is designed to help get you there!

You can use the resources of this kit by themselves to educate and encourage stewardship, but they would be more effective as a monthly emphasis that lifted up a different aspect of stewardship. You could plan bible studies, temple talks, a preaching series, and other activities. 

Here’s what you’ll find below:

-Stewardship Snippets: Put a “Stewardship Snippet” every week in your Sunday bulletin! It’s a quote from the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons, followed by a brief reflection. Just cut and paste!
-Newsletter Article: Publish something in your newsletter every month on stewardship and faith or post it on your website. Keep your people thinking about stewardship. Just cut and paste!
-General Resource Websites: – These are places you can go for inspiration and great ideas!
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Stewardship Snippet
April 2, 2023 - Passion/Palm Sunday, Year A
Matthew 27:24 - So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.”
When the enormity of the world’s problems – such as climate crises, war, hunger and refugees -- becomes too much, it is tempting to do like Pilate, to wash our hands and do nothing. May we instead strive to be people of action who follow the example of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
April 9, 2023 - Resurrection of our Lord, Year A
Psalm 118:24 - This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Today we give thanks for new life. Even with all the distressing news about the environment, we can all recommit to caring for our Earth in gratitude for God’s all-encompassing, loving relationship with every atom and molecule of creation.

April 16, 2023 – Second Sunday of Easter, Year A
John 20:21 - Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
Every Sunday we gather to hear the Word and experience the Sacraments and then are sent into the world to be the hands, feet, heart, and mind of Christ. What one action will you take this week to be a steward of our one precious planet? How is that part of spreading Christ’s peace to the world?

April 23, 2023 - Third Sunday of Easter, Year A
Luke 24:35 - Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
Sometimes even the most faithful disciples have a tough time seeing Jesus at work in the world. But if we look beyond our own needs and problems we begin to see the Christ all around. May this very real presence inspire us to pay attention and to work for the good of all creation.
April 30, 2023 - Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year A
Acts 2:46-47a - Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.
Now is a good time to take our cues from the early church, and choose new/ancient ways of being in community together for the sake of the world. How would you like to see this “new normal” unfold?
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Thank God for our food
God said [to Adam and Eve], ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.-Genesis 1:29
There’s an old joke about the first-grade teacher who asks her class, “Where do apples come from?” Little Ian speaks up: “From the supermarket!”
We laugh, but the sad truth is that many of us are so far removed from farms that we forget that our food – every bite – comes from life, life that God alone created. Yes, farmers sow seeds and care for the plants and trees, but it’s God’s miracle of life that makes them grow. 
As stewards and disciples, we desire to cultivate in ourselves and our communities a deep appreciation for all God provides us, particularly what we need to live. With every mouthful at every meal we thank God for our daily bread, and for the soil, air and water that sustains life. 
Easter and springtime are perfect occasions to celebrate God’s miracle of life that gives us fruit, vegetables, grains, meat, fish and dairy foods. Here are some ideas:
· Mealtime grace, thank God not only for food, but also for the cycles of seedtime, growth and harvest; for life-nourishing soil, water and air.
· While eating, discuss the origins of the variety of food on your plate. How and where are the plants grown? How do they get to your kitchen?
· As a church or family, celebrate Earth Day (Saturday, April 22) by learning about food production and how climate change, pollution and economics impact our food.  
· Celebrate Earth Day by planting a garden in your yard or community garden on church grounds.
· Learn about nutrition -- what foods are the best and worst for us, and why. Promote healthy eating.
· Learn about food waste in our culture and take steps to reduce it in your home.
· At church, reserve a Sunday for a service highlighting creation and food. Maybe “Blessing of the Seeds,” or the ancient “Rogation Sunday” ritual.
We live in a culture where food is all around us all the time. As steward-disciples, we want to be sure not to take even a mouthful for granted. 

--Rob Blezard
Copyright ©2018 Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.orgs and serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD.

Click here for a complete and up-to-date bio for Pastor Blezard.


General Stewardship Resource Websites
Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org)
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship)
The Episcopal Network for Stewardship – Solid resources! (www.tens.org/).
Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/)
The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation)
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