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January’s message: The problem (and power) of money
Rev. Rob Blezard, Web Editor
The Stewardship of Life Institute
editor@stewardshipofllife.org
Good, thoughtful, consistent communication, education and action will help your congregation develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity. This kit is designed to help get you there!

You can use the resources of this kit by themselves to educate and encourage stewardship, but they would be more effective as a monthly emphasis that lifted up a different aspect of stewardship. You could plan bible studies, temple talks, a preaching series, and other activities. 

Here’s what you’ll find below:

· -Stewardship Snippets: Put a “Stewardship Snippet” every week in your Sunday bulletin! It’s a quote from the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons, followed by a brief reflection. Just cut and paste!
· -Newsletter Article: Publish something in your newsletter every month on stewardship and faith or post it on your website. Keep your people thinking about stewardship. Just cut and paste!
· -General Resource Websites: – These are places you can go for inspiration and great ideas!

[bookmark: Snippets]Stewardship Snippets
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Source: Rob Blezard

August 6, 2023 (10th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A; Proper 13)
“Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.“ –Isaiah 55:2
Isaiah gets to the heart of every stewardship issue – the value of all that we do, all that we have, and how we spend our lives. Being a good steward means choosing things that are physically, spiritually and mentally healthful to us. 

August 13, 2023 (11th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A, Proper 14)
But when the disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” –Matthew 14:26-27
Even though political divisiveness, violence and climate change has beset so much in our world, our communities, and our houses of worship, we as Christians must guard against fear and take heart because Jesus is with us. We will never be left adrift; Jesus is with us in these uncharted waters.

August 20, 2023 (12th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A, Proper 15)
“It is not what goes into the mouth that defies a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” – Matthew 15:11
As we steward ourselves and our church into deeper discipleship, let’s remember Jesus’ words. It’s not so much about razor-edge adherence to law and strictures, but rather how one lives the life of faith. An authentic and faithful witness is needed for these difficult and shifting times.

August 27, 2023 (13th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A, Proper 16)
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. – Romans 12:2
The early Christians did not conform to the world’s standards, which values money and power above everything else. They were known as people who loved God above all else and showed love for neighbors through their care for the neediest among them. They provide an excellent role model for us today.
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The problem (and power) of money
[Jesus told the rich man] “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.  … [Jesus taught the disciples,] “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” –Mark 10:21b-22, 25
At a Bible study, a man of means asked, “Why does Jesus hate money so much?” His family saw their money as a good thing, and he earnestly wanted to understand why Jesus seems to speak negatively of wealth again and again. 
In fact, Jesus talks about money more than nearly anything else. Interestingly, for all his talk about money, he never asks for it. And he never condemns it. Instead, Jesus warns us about the corrupting influence of money.
Wealth poses spiritual risks. Jesus teaches that money has the power to turn us inward – away from loving God with all our heart and loving our neighbor as ourselves.  It confuses our values and direction. 
All of us want full lives brimming with security, relationship, joy, peace and love – but money can ensure us none of those things. They are the fruits of loving God with ALL our strength and of loving our neighbor as ourselves. Wealth can get in the way. 
That was the issue with the rich man in Mark 10:17-27. Deeply religious, he nonetheless worries about eternal life. The “one thing” he lacks, Jesus tells him, can be satisfied by selling what he has and giving to the poor. Generous giving would break the bond that money has over him and help re-center him on loving God and loving neighbor. 
Generosity is the spiritual prescription Jesus gives the rich man, and it’s the one for us, too.  
The primary goal of our church’s financial stewardship should not be to fund the church, but rather to break the chains that money may have on our hearts and souls. But giving generously we can help the church, our neighbor and ourselves.  We can learn what it is to be free to love God with all our heart and our neighbor as ourselves. 

--Rob Blezard

Click here for a complete and up-to-date bio for Pastor Blezard.


General Stewardship Resource Websites
Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org)
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship)
The Episcopal Network for Stewardship – Solid resources! (www.tens.org/).
Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/)
The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation)
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