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January’s message: Consider ‘Percentage Giving’
Rev. Rob Blezard, Web Editor
The Stewardship of Life Institute
editor@stewardshipofllife.org
Good, thoughtful, consistent communication, education and action will help your congregation develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity. This kit is designed to help get you there!

You can use the resources of this kit by themselves to educate and encourage stewardship, but they would be more effective as a monthly emphasis that lifted up a different aspect of stewardship. You could plan bible studies, temple talks, a preaching series, and other activities. 

Here’s what you’ll find below:

· -Stewardship Snippets: Put a “Stewardship Snippet” every week in your Sunday bulletin! It’s a quote from the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons, followed by a brief reflection. Just cut and paste!
· -Newsletter Article: Publish something in your newsletter every month on stewardship and faith or post it on your website. Keep your people thinking about stewardship. Just cut and paste!
· -General Resource Websites: – These are places you can go for inspiration and great ideas!

[bookmark: Snippets]Stewardship Snippets
Copy and paste into your bulletin!
Source: Rob Blezard

September 3, 2023 (14th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A; Proper 17)
Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”  –Matthew 16:24-25
Jesus’ words encouraging self-denial may sound foreign to us. Our culture stresses just the opposite – self-indulgence in the extreme. The spiritual practice of self-denial helps followers of Jesus develop a healthy relationship with God, with neighbor, and with their possessions, enabling us to be more loving and giving. 

September 10, 2023 (15th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A; Proper 18)
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.  –Romans 13:8
Paul reiterates the law of Christian love. All we are and all we do springs from the love we have for God and neighbor. Through prayer and scripture study we cultivate love and weed out hatred, and this helps us become stewards of God’s love in all our relationships.

September 17, 2023 (16th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A, Proper 19)
Then Peter came and said to Jesus, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.”  –Matthew 18:21-22
Jesus teaches us how to be stewards of God’s love and mercy. Though our world encourages us to hold grudges and “get even,” Jesus tells us to be forgiving, just as God is forgiving to us. God’s love and mercy helps us become more loving and merciful.

September 24, 2023 (17th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A, Proper 20)
“Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?”  –Matthew 20:15
Jesus’ parable gives us a glimpse not only into the heart of God, which overflows with love, mercy and generosity, but also into our human hearts, which can be filled with envy and resentment. We learn to be grateful for all God gives to us – and to our neighbors! Gratitude is the soil from which springs generosity.





[bookmark: Newsletter_Articles]Newsletter articles
Just copy and paste into your newsletter!

Consider ‘Percentage Giving’
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.”  –Malachi 3:10
Again and again the Bible lifts up tithing – giving a tenth of our income – as a benchmark for faithful giving. The prophet Malachi goes so far as to say God promises to rain down abundant blessings upon those who tithe. Yet most Christians fall quite short of tithing, generally giving less than 3 percent to the church? 
Why? One reason is that in calculating how much to give, most people use the fixed-rate method. They first take stock of how much they are able to give, and then how much they want to give. Weighing these two factors, they then decide how much they will give. 
There’s nothing particularly bad about this method, but it has limitations. While giving folks an offering amount they can live with, the fixed-rate method doesn’t necessarily put them on the path toward tithing. 
A better method is percentage giving, that is, determining your offering as a percentage of income. Here’s how:
Using a calculator, divide your weekly (or monthly, or yearly) church offering by your take-home pay for the same period (week, month or year). Then multiply that figure by 100. This gives you the percentage of your giving. For example, if your weekly offering is $30 and your weekly take-home pay is $500, your percentage of giving is 6 percent (30 ÷500 = 0.06, then 0.06 x 100 = 6).
Can everyone afford to tithe? Of course not. But many of us, maybe most of us, could afford to give more than we do now. The important thing is to be prayerful about your offering, be as generous as you are able, and keep tithing in mind, perhaps as a goal.
Keeping track of your giving as a percentage of income provides you with information to gauge your offering and perhaps build up to a tithe. You can make it a goal gradually, over time, to increase the percentage until you reach a tithe – 10 percent. One simple way would be to increase your giving by one half of a percentage point per year. 
As Malachi promises, God will bless you richly for your tithing, and not only that, your church will be blessed, too. Switching from fixed-rate giving to percentage giving is a good start. 
--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2017, Rev. Robert Blezard. Used by permission. Pastor Blezard serves part-time as web editor for the Stewardship of Life Institute and full-time as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD.

Click here for a complete and up-to-date bio for Pastor Blezard.
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Going along with the newsletter article on tithing, here are some resources on the topic!

The “think it” resource
Carpe Tithem: Tithing Can Invigorate Your Faith -- The vast majority of people in the world cannot even imagine the standard of living that most Americans take for granted. The truth is that we are called to worship God with our wallet as well as our body, mind, spirit and heart. Following are five ways to re-imagine the tithe so that we can see it as an essential expression of the life of faith. (Great article in the Journal of Lutheran Ethics.)

The “teach it” resource
How To Teach Tithing (and why some will resent it) – There’s pushback whenever you teach or try something new at church, even when it’s the right thing to do, and especially when it puts demands on people. So introducing tithing to your congregation takes some careful thought. This article from ChurchLeaders.com argues for a bold approach and gives some tips for following through. 

The “do it” resource
Try-A-Tithe Sunday If you’re introducing tithing to your congregation, invite them to take the plunge just for a week — or for one week a month. This handy guide will explain not only how to plan a “Try-a-Tithe Sunday,” but the biblical foundation of tithing. From ELCA Stewardship Resources.


General Stewardship Resource Websites
Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org)
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship)
The Episcopal Network for Stewardship – Solid resources! (www.tens.org/).
Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/)
The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation)
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