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February’s theme: Steward healthy relationships
Rev. Robert Blezard, Web Editor
The Stewardship of Life Institute
editor@stewardshipofllife.org

If you want the free Toolkit sent directly to your inbox every month, just drop me an email.
Feel free to forward it to colleagues who might find it useful.

Consistent communication, education and action can help your congregation develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity. This Toolkit can help get you there!

Here’s what you’ll find in the Toolkit:

-Snippets: Cut and paste a monthly themed “Stewardship Snippet” in every Sunday bulletin! It’s a verse or two from the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons, followed by a brief reflection. 
-Newsletter Article: Cut and paste a fresh article on stewardship every month in your newsletter.
-General Resource Websites: – These are places you can go for great ideas to jump start your stewardship ministry!

[bookmark: Snippets]Stewardship Snippets
Copy and paste into your bulletin!
Source: Rob Blezard.

[bookmark: _Hlk526800800]February 2, 2025 - 4th Sunday after the Epiphany, Year C
1 Corinthians 13:4-7: Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
This passage provides a good roadmap of how to be generous stewards of our loving relationships. Read this over again, memorize it, print it out. Live it!

February 9, 2025 - (5th Sunday after the Epiphany, Year C)
Luke 5:5,6 –Simon answered Jesus, "Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets." When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break.
Jesus’s instructions make no sense to Simon, but following them leads him to make an enormous catch of fish. Steward/disciples often find that God’s guidance leads to greater abundance. When have you seen this in your life?

February 16, 2025 - 6thSunday after the Epiphany, Year C
Luke 6:20 –Then Jesus looked up at his disciples and said: "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”
Why are the poor “blessed” and entranced into the kingdom of God? Emphasizing how wealth can be an obstacle to discipleship, Luke’s gospel challenges us to rethink our relationship to money. What does this passage say to you?

February 23, 2025 - 7th Sunday after the Epiphany, Year C
Genesis 45:15 – And Joseph kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 
Meeting his brothers years after they had sold him into slavery, Joseph now greets them with love, forgiveness, assistance and restoration. A great model for loving relationships! What loving relationships need your forgiveness and restoration?



February 2025 newsletter article (313 words)
Select the article below, or one of more than four dozen in the Toolkit Newsletter Article Archive. Reprint permission is granted for local congregational use. Just copy and paste into your newsletter! Please include the copyright notice. Other uses please inquire: editor@stewardshipoflife.org.


Steward healthy relationships
There’s no escaping love in February, is there? Everywhere – valentines, red roses, heart-shaped boxes of chocolates and other sweets for the ones we love. 
This is all good and right, because ever since God declared that it is not good for a person to be alone (Genesis 2:18), people have found comfort, excitement, safety, companionship, joy, contentment and fulfillment in the company of others. 
That’s why February is perfect for celebrating healthy, loving relationships of all sorts. Good stewards care for every gift God gives us – healthy, loving relationships especially. And because Jesus commanded us to love our neighbors and our enemies alike, we do well to work on relationships beyond our immediate circles. 
Suggestions:
Couples: Give flowers and chocolate, sure, but also spend quality time with one another. Talk deeply and listen intently. Pray and read scripture together. Hold hands during worship. Talk often and listen deeply. Read Gary Chapman’s “The 5 Love Languages” to improve your relationship. 
Families: Rejoice in the love that holds you together – parents, grandparents, children, siblings, cousins -- everybody. Organize Sunday family dinners. Say, “I love you.’ Talk through problems and work together. 
Friends: Enjoy time with buddies, but also cultivate deeper and more spiritual friendships. Share problems and successes. Grow together in faith. 
Church neighbors: Send friendship valentines to everybody in church. As a congregation designate “love your neighbor” Sunday at which you have a potluck. And/or movie night or game night.
Community neighbors: Send a valentine and a piece of candy to immediate neighbors or everybody in your address book to let them know that friendships and neighbors are important. Start – or revive – block parties, community cleanup days, yard sales or fellowship gatherings.
God gives us relationships of all kinds so that we can have companionship, friendship, security and joy. As stewards of all that God gives us, we can nourish and celebrate healthy, strong relationships. 

--Rev. Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2017, 2025, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as web editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.

Click here for a complete and up-to-date bio for Pastor Blezard.

[bookmark: websites]
General Stewardship Resource Websites
Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org)
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship)
Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/)
The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation)
The Episcopal Ministry for Stewardship – Lots of good material. (https://www.tens.org/)
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