Questions for Facilitators – LSTC Stewardship Conference, Oct 16, 2010
Ed Kruse

Instructions to Small group facilitators: Your task is to get the most substantive input from your group as possible. Don’t stop at shallow. Try to cover the first two questions under each competency, and only go to the 3rd question if you have time on your hands. 

Competency #:

1. “Abundance” questions
a. We say that God owns everything and we own nothing, but we are stewards of all God entrusts to us. Just what difference does it make to see that all abundance comes from God instead of our earning it?

b. What, in your thinking, is the biggest obstacle to trusting in God?
c. Tell an experience you had in receiving abundance; how does it fit into your steward journey?
2. “Grounded” questions
a. If we say that scripture and theology are our foundational sources of belief, what is the place of common sense and reason in our decisions?

b. What principle seems to you to be most important in being/becoming a steward?

c. Give an example in your life of a faith principle as God’s steward; how does it affect your decisions? 
3. “Holistic” questions
a. We know that money has power, and we see it having both a holy and a demonic power; where does such power thinking come from, or originate?

b. What is the most important principle you have found to counter the negative power of money?
c. Tell a story of how you discovered that being a steward included more than money.
4. “Connections” questions
a. We can see that everything is connected; what is the problem with everyone being free to do their own thing?
b. What discourages people from connecting with the ideas of others?
c. Give an example of how giving can be a negative if it is not connected to gratitude to God.

5. “Engage and Critique Culture” questions
a. We say that we are in the world but not of it; why not “just mind our own business” and not be significantly active in our community?

b. What important influence do you think the church can have on the broader community/state/nation?

c. Think of someone you know or have heard about who, as a follower of Jesus, made/is making a difference in the broader community; how did this happen? 
6. “Embrace Financial Health as a Faith Practice” questions
a. We say “our values are pretty obvious from how we spend money;” what do you want more of, and why is that important to you?
b. What is the most important area you could cut back in spending?

c. Give an example of when giving to God’s work was important in your life. 
d. Is your giving proportionate? Is it tithing? Is it growing? Why does that matter?
